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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The untitled artwork is classified as unrestricted. 

This 1981 drawing by artist Keith Haring is in black felt-tip pen on paper scroll. It is 
119cm X 130cm x 10cm in dimension. Its depth is created by two rolled-up scrolls 
which are attached at the bottom of the image. The image consists of a series of black 
line drawings of figures in various poses. The images are simply drawn and highly 
stylised. The central image is two people with their arms around each other, perhaps 
dancing. Radiating out from this image are images of people going up or falling down 
stairs, running, lying on the ground, and crawling. There are a number of images of 
dogs. In one, dissected, image, a man holds his penis as if masturbating. The top of 
the two rolled up scrolls has a row of crawling figures - the "radiant babies", one of 
Haring's trademark symbols - along it, the bottom has a row of dogs and crosses. 

In applying the criteria of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 
(FVPC Act), consideration has been given to the publication's treatment of matters of 
sex. 

Amongst the myriad of figures in the drawing is one that alludes to sexual activity: a 
male figure holds his penis as if masturbating. The figure is non-representational and 
in no way explicit, and the activity is obscured both by the dissection of the image by 
lines and by the detail of the surrounding images. These factors minimise the extent to 
which the publication can be said to refer to sexual activity, and the work in no way 
deals with matters of sex in such a manner that its availability is likely to be injurious to 
the public good. 
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In consideration of s3(4) of the FVPC Act, the artwork’s dominant effect of the artwork 
is detailed, simply drawn and highly abstract. The work has considerable artistic and 
cultural merit, being part of the oeuvre of renowned artist Keith Haring. 

Considering the criteria of the FVPC Act, it is not likely that the availability of the 
publication will be injurious to the public good, and the publication is classified as 
unrestricted. 


OFLCRef: 9900922 
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